In churches when th'infirmity

Of him which speaks diminishes the word;

When Magistrates do misapply

To us, as we judge, lay our ghostly sword;

When Plague, which is thine angel, reigns,

Or Wars, thy champions, sway;

When Heresy, thy secon^l deluge, gains, ,

In th' hour death, th9 eve of last judgment-day,

Deliver us from the sinister way.

Hear us, O hear us, Lord! to thee

A sinner is more music, when he prays,

Than spheres* or angels5 praises be

In panegyric alleluias;

Hear us; for till thou hear us, Lord!

We know not what to say:

Thine ear to our sighs, tears, thoughts,

,, gives voice and word.
O thou! who Satan heardst in Job's sick day,
Hear thyself now, %r thou in us dost pray.

That we may change to eveness
This intermitting aguish piety;
That snatching cramps of wickedness,
And apopiexities of fast sin may die;